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To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
 be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 1 Tim. 1:17



Understand the critical role that 
apologetics plays for Christians 

when we evangelize

Objective of This 
Presentation



What Is Evangelism?

Evangelism is bringing  

the gospel message to 

people.



What Is the  
Gospel Message?

1 Corinthians 15:3 
• Jesus Christ died 

for everyone’s 
sins. 
• He was buried. 
• He rose from the 

dead on the third 
day. 
• Gift of eternal life. 

John 3:16



Who Is Called To Evangelize? 

All Followers of Jesus Christ 
“The call to evangelize is a 

command.” 
Christian Theologian, Millard Erickson



What are the main religions in the world? 

As Christians, we need to find good ways to 
reach out to Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, those 

who are unaffiliated, and all the others.



There Are 
Three 

Responses to 
the Gospel 
Message

• Accept it 

• Objections 

• Questions



Use Lead-In Questions: 
Do you have a spiritual belief? 

Do you believe there’s a heaven? 
If so, do you think you are going to heaven? 

Why will you get to go to heaven? 
Would you like to know if  
what you believe is true? 

The Bible says… 
(Say the gospel message)

Evangelism Before  
Christian Apologetics 
Might Look Like This…



Question: When you are  
sharing the gospel message, 

what do you say  
if someone objects?

Answer: It depends on the objection.

4 MAIN 

OBJECTIONS  
TO the GOSPEL



4 MAIN OBJECTIONS  
TO THE GOSPEL

God

Miracles

Jesus

Apologetics responds by giving good answers  
and/or asking good questions.

New 
Testament



What Is Christian Apologetics? 
Greek word: (noun) apologia

pronounced ap-uh-LO-gee-uh;
“a defense; an answer; a message; an explanation” 

• Peter tells us to be prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for the hope that is in you, yet do it 
with gentleness and respect (1 Pe. 3:15). Paul gave his 
defense of the gospel (Phil. 1:7).

• Paul gave an explanation for his conversion 
(Acts 22:1, 2 Cor. 7:11).



Tonight, I’ll be talking about: 

Five  
GOD OBJECTIONS

GOD 
QUESTIONS

GOD 
ANSWERS



1st OBJECTION:  
All Religions Are True

Christian Reply:  
Is that really true?

What if one opposes another? 



Are All Religions True?
Religions are equally true. 

     
- Gandhi - 

A Hindu

Christian Reply: Religions are not equally true because 
“God is represented in many gods,” “God is the universe,” 

and “God is the creator” cannot all be true.



Christian Reply: 
If you study all the religions, 

you will find out  
religious doctrines  

contradict one another. 
So if you say  

“all religions are true,” 
it is likely because you 
haven’t studied all the 

religious doctrines…correctly.



Logic Says…
If two doctrines oppose each other, 

either they are both wrong 
or one is correct, 

but they both can’t be true.

What if two doctrines  
oppose each other? 



Christian Reply:  
All religions cannot be true 

because you’d have to accept 
false teaching as true 

and you’d have to accept doctrines 
that have a conflict, 

which is a contradiction.



2nd OBJECTION:  
Many gods Are God

Christian Reply:  
How can many gods be God?

Polytheism = Many finite gods exist.

Christianity = One Triune God is God.



Polytheism Claims Many Finite gods Exist  

Some forms of polytheism claim that 
many finite gods are manifestations of 

 a one infinite universe-God.



Can many finite gods (polytheism) 
be greater than one Creator God?

Polytheism =
many finite gods
and goddesses

Christian Reply: 
Who is the greatest God? 
Is there a greatest Being?

In Hinduism, 
Brahman is the  

impersonal supreme being. 
He/it is a force. 

In Hinduism, 
Brama is a 
finite god 

(one of three 
major finite 

gods).

(Speaking of a Hindu, Dawkins says): 
His polytheism isn’t really polytheism  

but monotheism in disguise. 
There is only one God:  

Lord Brahma the creator,  
Lord Vishnu the preserver,  
Lord Shiva the destroyer,  

the goddesses Saraswati, Laxmi, and Parvati  
(wives of Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva),  

Lord Ganesh the elephant god,  
and hundreds of others.  

All are just different manifestations  
or incarnations of one God.  

Agnostic Richard Dawkins

What Does Agnostic Richard Dawkins  
Say About Hinduism Being Polytheistic?



Can many finite gods (polytheism) 
be greater than one Creator God?

Polytheism =
many finite gods
and goddesses

Christian Reply: 
Who is the greatest God? 
Is there a greatest Being?

In Hinduism, 
Brahman is the  

impersonal supreme being. 
He/it is a force. 

In Hinduism, 
Brama is a 
finite god 

(one of three 
major finite 

gods).

Does Hinduism Believe In One God 
Or Many gods Or Both?

Brahman, the impersonal, all pervading force,  
often called World-Soul,  

must not be confused with  
Brahma who is a finite god.  

Brahma is not an incarnation, 
but understood as  

the god of creation in Hinduism. 
How this difference  
is reconciled varies  

from Hindu to Hindu.  

- Sibu Rajappan, former Hindu - 
Director of Outreach, Calvary Church



Can many finite gods (polytheism) 
be greater than one Creator God?

Polytheism =
many finite gods
and goddesses

Christian Reply: 
Who is the greatest God? 
Is there a greatest Being?

In Hinduism, 
Brahman is the  

impersonal supreme being. 
He/it is a force. 

In Hinduism, 
Brama is a 
finite god 

(one of three 
major finite 

gods).

Was Dawkins Wrong Again?
Dawkins pointed to a particular Hindu, saying that 

the Hindu is really monotheistic. 
That might be true for that one Hindu. 

However, most Hindus believe in many gods 
(polytheism). 

The Hindus that believe in 
Brahman the supreme infinite impersonal being 

think that Brahman is the universe. 
Thinking Brahman is “all/the universe,” 

is called pantheism, 
where God is a universe-god. 



Some Hindus might say  
“many finite 

gods” (polytheism) 
are greater than one 

universe-God who 
doesn’t speak

Finite gods cannot be greater than 
the Creator God because it would be 
like “a cookie claiming to be greater 

than its cook.” 
Dr. Norman Geisler 

The Big Book of Christian Apologetics:  
An A to Z Guide



There is good evidence  
that there is only one God, 

not many. 

     

- Dr. Norman Geisler - 
Christian Apologist

Evidence for one Creator God: 
Cosmology 
Teleology 
Morality 

Bible



3rd OBJECTION:  
All Religions Are the Same

Christian Reply:  
What if two teachings oppose one another?

Monism = all reality is one being 

Christianity = God is the infinite being, 
and creatures are many finite beings



Christian Reply:  
These three beliefs are not the same.



Religious doctrines  
oppose each other 

Polytheism 
Many finite gods exist beyond the world and in it 

Pluralism 
Many beings exist: God and creatures 

Pantheism 
God is the universe, there is no creator 

Monism 
All reality is one being 

Theism 
God created all



Are All Religions the Same?

Religions are  
fundamentally different. 

At best, they are  
superficially the same. 

- Ravi Zacharias -  
Christian Apologist



Q: How do we know 
 if all religions are  

the same? 

A: FIND THE DIFFERENCES 



Greek gods go back to nothing. 
Norse gods go back to giant animals. 

Hindu gods go back to an eternal universe. 
Wicca gods go back to a goddess and 

horned god. 
Mormons hope to become a god. 

The Christian God is traced back to the 
eternal creator.

Are Religions the Same?



Hindu 
(polytheistic)

Christian 
(theistic)

How many 
deities?

300+ million gods 
and goddesses 

One Triune 
God

Who is 
Jesus? one of the gods

God in  
the flesh

World? The world is God.
The world was 
made by God.

Hinduism 
Originated 

in India

Christianity 
Traces back to 
the Garden of 

Eden with Adam 
and Eve.

Are Hinduism and Christianity the same?



4th OBJECTION:  
All Religions Lead to God

Christian Reply:  
What if one religion leads to a demon?

Pluralism = accepts all religious paths 

Christianity = accepts the path to truth



Christian Reply:  
Some religions lead to  

false teachings, demons, 
and nothingness.

Do these three views all lead to God?



Do Greek gods Trace Back To God?



Do Norse gods Trace Back To God?



Do All Religions Lead To God?

Angels point us to God, but 
demons distract us from God. 

     

- J. Warner Wallace - 
Christian Apologist



Do All  
Religions  

Lead  
To God?

The Baron  
Rushing Into 

Eternity 
by  

Jacque  
Charles  

Bordier du 
Bignon



Do All Religions Really Lead To God?
“A person is born in a certain country, 
and that person has that country’s 
religion. So all religions lead to God.”  

- Pluralistic Person

Christian: Are all three claims true? 

• True 
• False 
• In logic, the conclusion is called a non 

sequitur because the conclusion does 
not properly follow.



Does the Bible Trace Back To God?



The Bible Leads To One God

The Lord God says, 

“Besides me there is no god” 
(Isa. 44:6). 

• There is only one who is the greatest. 
• One infinite Creator is greater than all 

finite beings.  
• There can only be one who is infinite.  
• Two “actual infinite beings” is impossible.



Xxx

Christian 
Author 

Norman 
Geisler 

Co-Founder 
of 

Southern  
Evangelical 

Seminary

How Do We Help Our Hindu Friends?
Shine a light of truth

Do you believe in many gods? 
Do you believe all religions are true? 

 

Tell our Hindu friends: 
• Relative truth accepts 

that which is not true. 
• Absolute truth accepts 

only that which is true. 
Jesus said, “I am truth.” 

Tell our Hindu friends: 
• The Bible says the one 

infinite God is the 
creator, and He is the 
greatest. He 
communicates to us in 
the Bible. 



5th OBJECTION:  
God is all 
Christian Reply:  

The Bible says God made the universe.

Pantheism = God is the universe (the all) 

Christianity = God is the creator of all



Different Forms of Pantheism

STAR WARS 
has a form 

of 
pantheism: 

Zen 
Buddism 

Yoda the 
Zen Master



What Are the  
Differences Between 

Pantheism and Christianity?

John Bunyan 
Author of  

Pilgrim’s Progress  
1678



Is God “all” or is God the “creator of all”?

Pantheism 
(God is all)

     Christianity 
(God made all.)

How many 
deities?

One One 

Who is 
God? The world The Creator

Can 
humans be 

God?

Yes. Humans are 
modes of God’s 

substance.

No, but humans can participate in 
God’s spiritual nature. Humans have 

been made in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:26, Jn. 14:15-31) 

Jesus was born of a virgin. He was 
God in the flesh.



Pantheism Says God Is the Universe

The Bible Says God Created the Universe



“In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).



Is the Holy Spirit Involved With  
Evangelism and Apologetics?

EVANGELIST APOLOGIST HOLY SPIRIT

Gives the truthful
Gospel Message

Gives truthful
information that relates to 
God, Jesus, and the Bible

Guides You Into
Truth

Explains the meaning of 
the death and 

resurrection of Jesus

Make a case (an 
apologetic) for God, 

Jesus, & the Bible
CONVICTS

Encourages the listener to 
accept Christ as Savior Reply to objections Godly Sorrow/

Repentance

Pray for Conversions,
Pray for the Lost

Pray for Conversions, 
Pray for the Lost Conversion



Is the  

Holy Spirit In Apologetics?

YES
• The Holy Spirit 

causes us to know 
Christianity is true.

• An apologist can show 
(demonstrate, give reasons why) 
Christianity is true.

Now faith is  
THE ASSURANCE 

Of things hoped for 
THE CONVICTION OF 

THINGS NOT SEEN. 
  

He. 11:1

• An evangelist will proclaim Christianity 
is true.



HOW CAN CHRISTIANS REACH OUT TO HINDUS?

Hindus say: All religions are true. Jesus was a god. 
Christians: Some religions have false teachings and 

contradictions. They can’t all be true. 
John 1:14 tells us Jesus is God in the flesh. 

Jesus said, “Before Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58).



REACHING OUT TO HINDUS 
Speaking With Love and Truth

Merging With the Divine 
by Indi Chinta 

You can become a god during 
a special Hindu performance.

Have you heard of the “Ten Commandments” from Moses? 
The 1st Commandment says: 

You shall have no other gods before me. Ex. 20:3, Dt. 6:7 



Which Evangelism Approach Works?

“Jesus and his disciples used many 
different evangelism approaches…” 

- David Geisler, Conversational Evangelism



We’ve covered five objections  
to Christianity when you share  

the gospel message:  
Polytheism 
Pluralism 

Pantheism 
We learned that apologetics plays  
an important role when Christians 

reach out to 70% of the world: 
Hindus, Muslims,  

those who are unaffiliated,  
and the other 7 % of non Christians.

In Closing…



ladyapologist.com 
Heather Schuldt 

@hmschuldt

Thank You

http://ladyapologist.com

